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Profeſſors admonifbed in the Day of Calamity : or 
the Lord's Controgerſy with Maat. 
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Mican VI. 2. 


HzaR YE, o MOUNTAINS, THE LORD'S CON- 
' TROVERSY, AND YE STRONG FOUNDATIONS OF 
THE EARTH: FOR THE LORD HATH A CON= 
TROVERSY WITH HIS PEOPLE, AND HE WILL 
PLEAD WITH ISRAEL; 


T is matter of deep lamentation that, 
when a people are the moſt ripe for 
deſtruction, they are generally the leaſt 
affected with the cauſe of their calamities. 
Notwithſtanding the loudeſt calls and ad- 
monitions of providence, they ſleep on in 
profound ſecurity, till threatened ven- 
geance overtakes them like a flood, and 
ſweeps them away with ſudden deſola- 

tion. 
This was the affecting caſe with the 
kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah, to which 
| A 2 this 
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this prophecy refers under the names of 
Samaria and Jeruſalem; when the Lord, 
for their idolatry and wickedneſs, was 
about to viſit them with his judgments, 
firſt in the captivity of the ten tribes, by 
the Aflyrians, and afterwards in that of 
Judah, by the Chaldeans. Often were 
the prophets ſent to forewarn them of ap- 
proaching deſolation, and plead with them 
to forſake the evil of their ways; but they 
always turned a deaf ear to their admoni- 
tions, and boldly perfiſted in their pro- 
voking impieties. A ſpirit of ſlumber and 
infatuation had ſeized them, which ſteeled 
their breaſts againſt conviction, and har- 
dened their hearts againſt fear. The pro- 
phets ſeemed unto them but as thoſe that 
mocked, or that wanted to diſturb their 
repoſe with groundleſs alarms, and there- 
fore they deſpiſed both their perſons and 
predictions. 

On this account, we find the prophet 
Micah, by divire direction, repeatedly ad- 
drefling himſelf to the rocks and moun- 
tains,” to the hills,” and “ foundations. 
of the earth, as if theſe were more ſuſcep- 

5 tible 


1 
tible of impreſſion than the hearts of back- 
ſliding Iſrael. In this alſo there might be 
ſome reference to their worſhipping of idols 
upon the hills, which by that means were 
polluted, and are therefore called in as 
parties in the ſolemn conteſt; but, without 
diſpute, the grand deſign hereof was to ex- 
poſe the groſs ſtupidity of the people, and 
to expreſs the great earneſtneſs and zeal of 
the prophet, in the cauſe of God. He 
ſpeaks, therefore, with a fervor and vehe- 
mence as great, as though he would make 
even rocks and mountains liſten to his 
call; he ſpeaks publicly before the whole 
creation, as being neither afraid nor aſham- 
ed to bear a faithful teſtimony againſt fin; 
and, ſpeaking from the heart, he withes to 
ſpeak to the heart, that the impreſſion might 
be effectual and abiding. He directs his ad- 
dreſs alſo to the mountains and the ſtrong 
* foundations of the earth,” to intimate 
hereby, that the meſſage he was about to 
deliver in the name of God, was of the 
molt ſerious conſequence, and deeply in- 


tcreſting to all from the higheſt to the 
loweſt ; 
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loweſt ; from the King upon the throne to 
the meaneſt ſubject in the realm. Hear 
© ye, O mountains, the Lord's contro- 
« verſy, and ye ſtrong foundations of the 
% earth” —* Give ear, q. d. all ye in- 
* habitants of the land, of what age cha- 
« racter and ſtation ſoever ye may be, liſten, 
to the ſolemn meſſage I am directed to 
* deliver, and let it ſink deep into all your 
minds; or, if ye be ſtout hearted and 


'© refuſe to liſten, let rocks attend and re- 


© yerberate the ſound, let mountains bow 
© and rend before the Lord, let the foun- 
© dations of the earth tremble, and ſhake 
* you from your guilty ſlumbers, let the 
* whole creation be witneſs betwixt you 
© and God: © For the Lord hath a con- 
* troverly with, his people, and he will 
© plead with Iſrael.“ Thus the pro- 
phets of old faithfully and boldly ſtood 

forth, in the times of approaching cala- 
mity and judgment, to“ ſhew Jacob their 
& tranſgreſſions and the houſe of Iſrael 
« their fins.” And thus it becomes all, 


that would approve themſelves faithful 
unto 
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unto God and the ſouls of men, to ** cry 
t aloud and ſpare not“ in reproving fin, 
whereſoever it is' found, but more eſpe- 
cially when it abounds among the Lord's 
profeſſing people. For. fin, and parti- 
cularly that of the houſe of Iſrael, is 
* the abominable thing which his ſoul 
* hateth,” and the principal procuring 
cauſe of national Jungincien to a profeſſing 
people. 

There is, therefore, in the text, a ſpe- 
cial emphaſis laid upon the relation which 
Iſrael ſtood in towards God, as what 
greatly aggravated their tranſgreſſions, and 
drew forth againſt them the reſentment of 
the Almighty. They were hs people; ſuch 
as he had ſelected from all the nations of 
the carth to be his peculiar inheritance— 
to whom he had eſpecially revealed his 
grace and loving-kindneſs—for whom he 
had wrought very wonderful falvations— 
on whom he had conferred the greateſt 
honors and privileges—and with whom 
he had eſtabliſhed Lis gracious covenant. 
Their iniquities and backſlidings, there- 


fore, were, in his ſight, peculiarly heinous 
= 
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and offenſive; foraſmuch as they were 

aggravated by all thoſe circumſtances of 
ingratitude and violated obligation, which 
were not to be found in the fins of ſur- 
rounding nations. This the prophet was 
careful to remind them of, and to ground 
the Lord's controverſy upon, that it might 
have the more humbling effect on their 
minds, and that the divine procedure 
might appear the more equitable, in the 
deſtruction of a people ſo deeply laden 
with the vileſt of all ſins, ingratitude and 
rebellion. 

And, in this view, the words of our 
text might be conſidered and improved as 
very applicable to the circumſtances of his 
guilty nation, which is now evidently un- 
der the frowns and diſpleaſure of the Al- 
mighty. For though we cannot, as a 
people, pretend that any ſuch particular 
relation doth ſubſiſt between us and God, 
as did of old between him and the Jews ; 
yet we of this Britiſh iſle have been the 
diſtinguiſhed objects of divine goodneſs, 
both in providence and grace, above moſt 
ſurrounding nations. What remarkable 
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ſalvations hath the Lord wrought for us, 
when ſeemingly on the verge of total 
rnin! How eminently hath he bleſſed us 
with the bounties of the earth and ſeas! 
How hath he emancipated us from the 
ſhackles of Popiſh tyranny ! And above 
all, how hath he owned and bleſſed his 
goſpel among us, to the gathering and 
preparing a people for himſelf! In, theſe 
and many other reſpects, we are a nation 
exalted high above thoſe around us, and 
richly favored of the Lord. Our {ins 
and tranſgreflions, therefore, like thoſe of 
Iſrael, are greatly aggravated ; and, the 
Lord is juſtly ſore diſpleaſed with us, above 
other kingdoms, for backſliding and re- 
volting from him, as we ſhamefully. have 
done,—Here we might run great lengths 
in pointing out the grounds of that con- 
troverſy, which the Lord hath with us as 
2 people at large, or the crying fins and 
abominations of the land, which have 
awakened his diſpleaſure againſt us, and 
brought upon us all the judgments and 
calamities we are under ; ſuch as, gaming, 


| leudneſs, extravagance, bribery, ſwearing, 
B _ fabbath» 


1 
ſabbath- breaking, and "the like. Theſe 
and ſuch athers are the crying ſins and 
abominations of the land, fog which it 
groans beneath the weight of the Lord's 
anger, and for which, as a people, we 
muſt be humbled before God, or we ſhall 
be broken with the rod of his ſtrength. 

But allow me, my friends, on this oc- 
caſion, to conſider and apply the words in 
a more reſtricted ſenſe; yet ſuch as will 
not make them appear leſs affecting and 
important, but the contrary: to apply 
'them, I mean, with an eſpecial reference 
to the profeſſors of religion and the Lord's 
ͤ% people, who ſtand in a much nearer 
relation to him, and whoſe conduct always 
weighs greatly with him in' national diſ- 
penſations. The Lord hath undoubtedly 
a controverſy with his churches, with his 
miniſters, with his people. He is diſ- 
pleaſed with many things which he. be- 
holds ſinful in their ſpirit and conduct, 
and for their fakes, more eſpecially, is 
he now contending with us as a peo- 
ple. On this account, ought every church 
and every ſoul, that profefſeth to keep a 
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day of humiliation before God, to be abaſ- 
ed and afflicted in his fight ; and, while 
we lament, in general, the crying fins of 
the nation, this ſhould eſpecially be kept 
in view as the grand procuring cauſe of 
all our heavy viſitations. For, true it is, 
that the people of God are “ the ſalt of 
„the earth, and that, according to the 
ſtate of theſe, the Lord regulates, in great 
' meaſure, his providential dealings with 
kingdoms and ſtates at large. While the 
ſalt retains its favour as a quickening puri- 
fying principle, it preſerves the body po- 
litic in ſome confiderable degree from pu- 
trefaction and deſtruction; but when once 
„ the ſalt has loſt its favour,” that is,“ 
when the people of God loſe that ſpiri- 
tuality, zeal, and holineſs, which are plea- 
ſing in his fight=-when religion in its vital 
power declines, and its. profeſſors fink into 
carnality, deadneſs, and ſinful conformity 
to the world, events have often proved 
how much a nation at largemhas been 
chaſtiſed and afflicted on that account. 
The Lord has taken this method of vi- 
ſiting by temporal judgments,” that be 
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might rouſe his own people from their ſu- 
pineneſs, and quicken among his churches 
a ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication. 

Let me, then, on this ſolemn occaſion, 
lead your thoughts more particularly into 


this channel, and join with you in lament- 


ing the ſad calamities of Zion,—And is it 
needful, that I adduce arguments to prove 
that the Lord, in this conjuncture, hath a 
controverſy with his people in particular? 
Let us only look to the inconſiderable 
ſucceſs of a preached goſpel among our 
different churches, and zhat will yield 
proof ſufficient to juſtify the obſervation. 
Time was, when “ the word of the Lord 
„ran and was glorified” —when ſeldom 
a ſermon was preached, but ſome finner 
was © pricked to the heart,” and awak- 
ened to an earneſt concern about ſalva- 
tion when the miniſters of Chriſt re- 
Joiced in the abundant ſucceſs of their la- 
bours, ſeeing the word effectual, through 
the Spirit, to the pulling down ſtrong 
« holds,” and laying ſinners in the duſt at 
the feet of mercy—when there was a great 
ingathering of the people unto Chriſt, and 
| converts 
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converts flocked to the churches, ** like 
«« doves unto their windows.” Then the 
Lord reſted as a glory upon his churches, 
and the outgoings of his power were evi- 
dent in the ſanctuary ; then Sabbaths were 
days of conqueſt over the enemies of King 
Jeſus; „the prieſts of the Lord were 
e clothed with ſalvation, and his peo- 
e ple ſhouted aloud for joy :” God from 
on high ſpake efficaciouſly by his ſervants, 
and their word was ſharper than a two- 
« edged ſword ;” the goſpel preached in 
faithfulneſs, was ſet home upon the heart 
with power, and became “ a favour of life 
unto life” to multitudes of precious fouls. 
hut, oh! is this the caſe now with our dif- 
ferent churches and congregations ? Doth 
the Lord now ride forth fo triumphantly 
in the chariot of falvation conquering 
and to conquer? Is the word preached 
effectual, as it was in former times, to 
the “opening blind eyes, and unſtopping 
« deaf ears?” Are there ſuch numbers 
* convinced of fin” under ſermons, as 
there uſed to be? Are there ſuch inſtances 


of converſion in families, - as we have heard 
| our 
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our fathers ſpeak of? Do miniſters preach 
with that life and energy they once did, or 
is their word accompanied with the ſame 
ſucceſs to ſouls ? Is it not a truth, that few 
comparatively are called; that * the arm 
of the Lord is” but ſeldom “ reveal- 
ed;” that the word is diſpenſed with very 


little ſucceſs? It is, and we muſt all 


acknowledge it, a ſolemn and affecting 
truth, which fills the hearts of the faith- 
ful with diſcouragement and grief. And, 
whence, why, wherefore, 1s it thus, in 
our various aſſemblies both in town and 
country? Is * the Lord's ear heavy that 
«© he cannot hear, or his arm ſhortened 
e that he cannot ſave? No; „“ but our 
« iniquities have ſeparated between God 
« and his churches, and cauſed him to 
* hide good things from us.” His Spirit 
has been grieved and diſhonored by pro- 
feſſors, and therefore he has, in great 
meaſure, withdrawn his influence from the 
churches. Miniſters, though faithful, are 
left to preach more in their own ſtrength ; 
a ſpirit of prayer is quenched among the 
people; and hence it is that the goſpel 

4 | hath 
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hath no greater ſucceſs. An awful and af- 
fecting proof, that the Lord hath a con- 
« troverſy with his people!” . 
So again, if we look into the frames and 
experience of thoſe ** who have believed 
„ through grace,” what ſad declenſions, 
what deadneſs, what darkneſs, what diſ- 
tance from God, do they generally com- 
plain of! How little communion with 
him, either in ſecret or in public! How 
little of that life and power, of that con- 
ſolation and full aſſurance, which in times 
paſt ſo much abounded in the churches! 
How ſeldom do God's people experience 
that delight and holy rapture in the ordi- 
nances of his houſe, which of old was felt 
and known by the followers of Chriſt! I 
appeal to the aged, who have had a long 
ſtanding in the church of God ; whether 
the ſtate of religion is not now very dif- 
ferent to what it was in former days; 
whether the Spirit of the Lord is not 
greatly reſtrained ; whether there is that 
ſpirituality, that livelineſs, that comfort, 
that holy rejoicing, among the people of 
God, which were formerly ſeen and ex- 
perienced ?_ 
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perienced ? Is not the prevailing cry with 


them, O my leanneſs, my leanneſs! O 


my coldneſs and carnality of affection ! 
O my hardneſs and inſenſibility of heart! 
O my uncomfortable lifeleſs frames! 
And what then can be a ſtronger evidence 
that the Lord hath a controverſy with 
his people?” He is the ſame God now 
that he ever was. His covenant, his pro- 
miſes, his power, his grace, his Spirit, 
his word, his ordinances, are the ſame in 
themſelves they ever were. But, though 


a father, he may frown and chaſtiſe his 


people, if he be diſhonored and offend- 
ed; and hit, Sirs, is manifeſtly the cauſe 
of that withdrawment of his gracious com- 


forting preſence from them, which is now 


fo univerſally lamented. He beholds ini- 
quity in Jacob. He is diſpleaſed with the 


fins of Iſrael. His profeſſing people have 


done evil in his fight. His Spirit has been 
grieved in the houſe of his friends. His 
churches have alienated themſelves from 


him. His ſaints have too much inter- 


mixed with the world. And therefore 
he has withdrawn himſelf from them, 
| that 
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that in their affliction 5 may ſeek 

* him early v. 
Several other Wears ads be ws 
tioned, as eyidences and proofs, that 
| ** the Lord hath a controverſy with his 
« people;“ but I will content myſelf 
with inſtancing only in this, he returning 
ſpread of Popery, which has often been 
the inſtrument in the Lord's, hand of 
chaſtiſing and afflicting his church, for 
their fins and departures from himſelf. 
This no one can view with inſenſibility 
and unconcern, who has any knowledge, 
either of the thing itſelf, or of the awful 
effects and conſequences it produceth. For 
what is Popery, but a. ſyſtem. of anti- 
chriſtian doQrines, which derogate from 
the glory of the great Redeemer, and 
tend to the deſtruction of the ſouls of men; 
enſlaving to the conſcience, and ſubverſive 
of all liberty civil and religious; a dia- 
bolical engine to ſupport the pride and 
baſphemy df one that exalteth himſelf 
above all that is called God ＋. to eſta- 
bliſh the ſpiritual tyranny of rapacious 
haughty prieſts, and to er courage the moſt 

Ho. v. 15. + 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. 
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abandoned licentiouſneſs among the people? 
And where Popery has ever triumphed 
in 4 Chriſtian Proteſtant country, how 
has it marked its way with the blood of 
thouſands and tens of thouſands, wantonly 
butchered to glut the greedy rage of bi- 
gotry, and inhumanly tortured by the 
fangs of this infernal monſter! The hiſto- 
ry of our own, as well as other countries, 
is a mirror that reflects (and may it re- 
flect to poſterity yet unborn!) the ge- 
nuine ſpirit of the papal ſyſtem, as 
« breathing out” cruelty and * flagghter 
* againſt“ all « the true diſciples of” 
Chriſt.— Is it not, then, a further af- 
fecting proof of the Lord's controverſy 
with his churches, that he is ſuffering 
this their avowed enemy, once again, to 
rear its head, and threaten to overſpread 


the realm? The means, by which it has 
obtained the encouragement and boldneſs 


it now aſſumes, it is not for me to deter- 
mine on this occaſion ; ; but let it never be 
forgotten, that, whatever they be, they can 
proceed no further than the hand of pro- 
vidence permits: it is ultimately there- 


fore 
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fore from the Lord that Popery ſprings 
afreſh, within this bighly favored realm; 
and the end hereof may be to chaſtiſe his 
churches for, and purge them from, their 
ſins. What are the deſigns of providence 
none of us can tell, but ſurely we ought 
to conſider the alarming ſpread, which its 
errors are daily making, as a collateral 
evidence, at leaſt, of the Lord's diſplea- 
ſure; and, thus viewed, it ought to humble 
and. gonfoung; us in the duſt before his 


throne. 
* thus ſpoken briefly to the fa, 


ET is, that the Lord hath 2 contro- 
verſy with his profeſſing people, let us in 
the next place advert a little to the grounds 
or cauſes of it; which will lead us to en- 
quire, what are the prevailing fins of 
God's people at the preſent day; and 
why their ſins are ſo much more heinous 

in his fight than thoſe of others? 
Controverſies, among men, often ſpring 
from miſunderſtandings or imaginary 
grounds, . but never ſo the Lord's contro- 
verſy with- his creatures. Sin is always 
the procuring. cauſe, on their part, which 
C 2 fully 
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fully juſtifies his procedure againſt them. 
And ſo it is in the preſent caſe, where 
we have ſeen, from various conſiderations, 
that the Lord is diſpleaſed and holds a 
controverſy with his people. It is not 
with thoſe that profeſs his name as it 
ought to be. They have diſhonored, 
diſpleaſed, and openly ſinned againſt him; 
and, on this account, he is coming out of 
his place againſt us, as a people.—ls it 
aſked, what is the evil which is found 
among the churches ? I cannot but reply, 
it is manifold and various. One thing in 
particular, which calls for deep and univer- 
ſal lamentation, is, that ſhameful conformity 
to the world, which is almoſt every where 
fo obſervable in the perſons and families of 
profeſſors. An evil he, ſo great and pre- 
valent, that it is become difficult to diſtin- 
guiſh between thoſe who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, and ſuch as make no preten- 
ſions to religion. How common is it, for 
inſtance, to ſee members of churches and 
profeſſors of religion running into all the 
extravagances and fopperies of dreſs and 
faſhion ; and, inftead of training up their 

« $M children 


141 
children in the fear of the Lord and the love 
of holineſs, by inſtilling into their tender 
minds the falutary principles of the goſ- 
pel, foſtering them in pride, and leading 
them into ſcenes of gaiety and pleaſute! 
How many, that call themſelves believers, 
fo far ſet at naught the authority of Chriſt, 
as to chuſe- their connections for life among 
the carnal and unregenerate, for the ſake 
of opuletice.and grandeur, though they are 
expreſsly enjoined to © marry only in the 
* Lord*!” And are there no profeſſors in 
our day, who can fit down with carnal 
worldly company, to amuſe themſelves 
with cards, and ſuffer card-tables in their 
houſes, which are an inlet to all ſorts of 
gaming and extravagance ? Yea, are 
there none who frequent Play-houſes and 
other places, which either miniſter to, or 
become the occaſions of, diſſipation and 
vice? Are there none who are outliving 
their circumſtances, in order to make a 
figure in the world, and, to ſupport this, 
fall in with' undue methods and artifices 
of gain? O my friends, if we caſt our 
eyes among profeſſors at large, we may; 


® 4 Cor. vii. 39. 1 
In 
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in all theſe points of worldly conformity; 
ſee cauſe to cry out with the prophet, 
«© Oh that my head were waters, and 
lll “ mine eyes à fountain of tears, that 17 
nt might weep day and night for the ſlain/ 
tj of the daughter of my people *I There 
is, now, no more that ſeparation from the 
ways and maxims of the world, which ſo 
ſignalized the profeſſors of the laſt age; 
and which, though it brought upon them 
the opprobrious name of Puritans, was an 
ornament to their cauſe, the glory of their 
N churches, and the terror of their enemies. 
4 The queſtion, now, with moſt ſeems to be, 
„ not, how ſhall I beſt “ abſtain from all 
| « appearance of evil,” and ſo prove my- 
ſelf a child of God; but, how far may I 
deviate from the ways of a ſtrict walk 
and becoming converſation, without for- 
feiting my reputation, as a profeſſor? And 
| thus we ſee. multitudes continually borne 
fit away by the rapid ſtream of gaiety and ſin- 
[ | ful pleaſure, to the diſcredit and reproach. 
| of the name of Chriſtians. | 

i There are alſo other evils that may be 
1 claſſed among the crying ſins of profeſſors 


— — 
— — ma "a. 


3233 
" — — — a 
— OI yy — — 


— — —  — — cw 4 * hat == Q — 
— —ͤ——— — — — — 


n 1 nag 9 m 9 — 922 11 = j @ = or 
= * 


* Jer. ix. 1. 


— — 
EROS 1 O— 3 „ — or nn — 
222 —— ä —— — 


[ 23 ] 
at the preſent-day, both of a public and 
private nature, which many fall into who 
are helped to avoid this ſinful conformity 
to the world. Among theſe I may reckon 
the neglect of goſpel ordinances, - or a 
lighting church . fellowſhip. and privi- 
leges, with an unſteadineſs of profeſſion ; 
which not only greatly diſcourages faith- 
ful miniſters, but withholds that honor 
which is due to Chriſt before the world; 
This, though many plauſible reaſons: may 
be ſuggeſted in its excuſe, is one of thoſe 
practices among profeſſors, which are di- 
rectly contrary to the precepts and exani- 
ples of ſcripture , ſubverſive of that alles 
giance which is due to Chriſt as the 
Great King and bead of his church, 
and injurious to the peace, ſtability, and 
progreſſive holineſs, of believers; which, 
therefore, cannot be an but dif- 
pleaſing unto God. | 
So alſo is that negligence in domeſtic 
inſtruction and family worſhip, in which 
too many profeſſors allow themſelves; a fin 
that is hateful in the ſight of the Almighty, 
and for which he now holds a contrayerſy,+ 


* * Heb. x. 25. 2 Cor. vii. 3. Acts ii. 41, 4% | 
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with his people. Not that I would be 
underſtood to mean a total neglect of fa- 
mily worſhip, (though T am afraid, that 
there are many profeſſors who live in this 
heatheniſh way) but a careleſs and indo- 
tent performance of it; which is, when 


heads of families, beſides praying with 


and for their childten and domeſtics, do 
not alſo make conſcience of catechizing 
and inſtructing them in the great truths 
and principles of the goſpel, and endea- 
vour to win their hearts to, the obe- 
4idience of faith; ſtudying to guard 
their minds againſt errors and tempta- 


tions, to reftram them from every forbid- 


den path, to engage their affections for 
God, and to make them fall in love with 
holineſs by the amiableneſs of their 
own ſpirit and conduct. This was what 
Abraham was renowned for of old; and 


this was what particularly engaged the 


care and attention of our forefathers the 
Puritans, who well judged, that the foun- 
dation of religion is often laid in early in- 
ſtruction, and that domeſtic piety and 
devotion contribute no leſs to the cauſe 


of 
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of holineſs than a regular attendance on 
public ordinances. But it is much, much 
indeed, to be lamented, that this in too 
many families is now laid aſide, and the 
heads thereof content themſelves with 
ſpending a few minutes every day, in offer- 
ing up petitions and confeſſions unto God, 
which, for want of this inſtruction; their 
children and ſervants often do not under- 
ſtand. Hence they are ſuffered to grow 
up and come-forth into the world, which 
is full of ſnares, with minds unprinci- 
pled, defenceleſs, and open to all kinds 
of . temptation; and thus the children, 
who were ſolemnly devoted to God in 
baptiſm, and whom; on account of their 
relation to his church, he claims as his 
own, are drawn aſide from the ways of reli- 
gion, and drowned in the follies and vices of 
the age: which it is eaſy to conceive mult 
be grieving and offenſive to the Lord. 
Not is this all that may be brought 
in charge againſt profeſſors of the preſeut 
day. We may deſcend a ſtep lower, fol- 
lowing them individually into their private 
conduct and ſecret duties, and therein ſee 
Bake D matter 
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matter of juſt complaint which the Lord 
has to plead with them for. Their want 
of watchfulneſs, gravity, ſpirituality in 
converſation, diſengagement from the 
world, zeal,- and frequency in prayer, 
may be brought againſt them, as the 
ground of divine controverſy and rebuke. 
For, in none of theſe reſpects, is it with 
God's people now as it ought to be, or as 
it was in former times. They are“ ſet- 
<« tled on their lees, like“ Moab;” 
they have mixed themſelves among the 
people, as Ephraim;” and they have 
imbibed -a formal lukewarm ſpirit, like 
the Laodiceans.“ 

And doth any one need to put the 
queſtion, why the ſins of profeſſors are ſo 
much more heinous in the ſight of God 


than thoſe of others? They violate the 


moſt ſacred and ſolemn obligations; they 
ſin againſt greater light and privilege; 
they intermingle with every act of diſobe- 
dience much more ingratitude than others 
can; and their compliances with tempta- 
tion, or neglect of an holy walk and con- 
verſation, have more extenſive and perni- 
3 . | cious 
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cious influence than thoſe of unregenerate 
carnal men, who make no pretenſions to 
religion ; for they bring a reproach upon 
the good ways of; Chriſt, they depreciate 
the credit of the goſpel, they, encourage 
and confirm others in ſinful courſes, they 
give occaſion for wicked and prophane 
ſcoffers to blaſpheme, and they furniſh 
hell itſelf with matter of infernal Joy and 
triumph. 

What then, let us. enguire by way of 
Improvement, doth this view of, the ſub- 
je& ſuggeſt? Is it not incumbent on us, 
one and all, to call his, own ſou] to. a ſe- 
rious and cloſe examination before. Gad, 
ſaying, in the language of the prophet Je- 
remiah, What have 1 done?” How have 
T contributed: to that load of guilt which 
lies upon us as a people? What particular 
ſin or evil have I given way to, or lived 
in, at which the Lord is, difpleaſed ?— 
This is the end that God aims at in his 
frowning diſpenſations, to awaken each of 
us from our ſpiritual ſlumber,. to quicken 
us to ſelf-enquiry, and ſo to humble us 
in the duſt before his throne. And here- 
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in muſt all true zatianal repentance begin; 
not in lodging general charges againſt the 
people at large, but in each man's bring- 
ing the touchſtone to his own heart and 


conduct, and confeſſing and forſaking his 


own evil ways.—Do we then, as a church, 
profeſs to ſpend this day as a ſeaſon of hu- 
miliation before the Lord? let us turn 
our eyes in upon ourſelves, and examine, 
what it is in us for which God is con- 
tending with us; let us lie low in the duſt 


for our own abominations ; let us take 


ſhame to ourſelves, for perſonal backflid- 
ings and perſonal ſins; and let our earneſt 
cry to the Lord, on this occaſion, be, 


< pardon wy iniquity, for it is great. O 


that the ſame ſpirit of contrition might be 
found among us, that was found with the 


people of Iſrael in the day of their calami- 


ty, when the Lord ſaid concerning them, 


«© Surely I have heard Ephraim bemoaning 


* 


« 


himſelf thus, Thou haſt chaſtiſed me 
% and J was chaſtiſed, as a bullock un- 
* accuſtomed to the yoke : turn thou me 
and I ſhall be turned, for thou art the 
Lord my God: ſurely after that I was 

«© turned 


. 
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„ 
* turned, I repented; and after that I 
« was inſtructed, I ſmote upon my thigh: 
% I was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, 
* becauſe I did bear the reproach of 
„% my youth*,” May we all thus be 


humbled under a ſenſe of fin, and turn 
unto: the Lord our God with evangelical 
ſorrow and ſupplication !--Nor let us con- 
tent ourſelves with confeſſing and making 
humble acknowledgment of our ſinfulneſs 
before God, but let us follow it with re- 
doubling aur diligence and activity for 
God, in our reſpectiye ſtations and rela- 
tions in life. As miniſters, let us be 
more faithful, earneſt, zealous, warm and 
pathetic, in our addreſſes to the ſouls of 
men; let us wreſtle more in private for 
our people, and ſearch the ſcriptures with 
greater carefulneſs and prayer; let us ſtudy 
more, by our converſation and example, to 
promote vital religion, and goſpel holi- 
neſs; and let no temptations or difficulties 
«© move us, neither let us count our lives 
«« dear unto ourſelves, ſo that we may 
* finiſh our courſe with joy, and the mi- 
„ niſtry which we have received of the 


* Jer. xxxi. 18, 19, 


Lord 


„ 
Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the 
grace of God *. As private Chriſtans, let 
us be more circumſpect in our walk, more 
ſpiritual in our converſe, more humble 
and meek in our diſpoſitions, more affec- 
tionate and beneficent to all around us, 
more watchful againſt temptation, more 
eonſtant and fervent in our addreſſes to a 
throne of grace. Let heads of, families be 
more ſerious in their inſtructions, more 
ſtrict in their reſtraints, more warm in 
heir devotion, more lovely in their 
tempers, and more active, both by pre- 
eept and example, to promote the in- 
fAvenoe'of true religion among theit chil- 
dren and domeſtics. Let members of 
vhurches be more cateful to fill up the 
duties of their relation, to walk with each 
other in the ordinances of the goſpel, to 
pray for mutual proſperity, to; ** hold faſt 
aa the profeſſion of their faith without 
% wavering, and to “ adorn the doctrine 
of God their Saviour in all things. — 
Let ſuch, as have hitherto been neglecting 
the authority of Chriſt in his ordinances, 
be ſtirred up to holy chearful obedience, 
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te giving themſelves up unto the Lord 
* and to his church according to the will 
« of God *. - And *« let all that name 
« the name of Chriſt” be more than ever 
concerned to “ depart from all ini- 
« quity+.”—Blefſed and happy, then, 
would the effects and conſequences be to- 
wards us as a guilty people. The Lord 
would turn away from us the tokens of his 
diſpleaſure. He would return and rejoice 
over us to do us good. Our inſulting 
foes he would put to confuſion. The 
clouds of judgment, that hang over us, he 
would ſpeedily diſperſe. The Sun of 
proſperity would break forth with his en- 
livening beams. The goſpel would again 
<* have free courſe, run and be glorified.” 
And the Lord God of Hoſts would be 
unto us a ſhield, a ſanctuary, a joy, and an 
exceeding great reward. Which I moſt 
earneſtly pray may be the caſe, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen! and Amen! 


2 Cor. vii. 5. + 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
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